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Speech and
hearing milestones
are Important

Children with hearing loss often have
problems at school and in social situations.
That’s because delayed or reduced exposure
to language affects the child’s ability to start
using language to communicate.

Speech and hearing milestones provide an
easy way for you to check on your child’s
development of language.

If your child falls behind on achieving the
milestones, there’s a small chance they might
have a hearing problem. But early help will
result in the best possible outcome.

Whatever you do, be sure to seek
help if you think your child has a
hearing loss.

Your child’s |
speech and hearing

milestones

Hearing problems can affect a child’s future happiness and
success. But getting help early can make a big difference.

If you are concerned about your child’s hearing, ask your
doctor to refer you to an audiologist right away.

More information & support

NFD (National Foundation for the Deaf)
www.nfd.org.nz
P O Box 37729, Parnell, Auckland | 151

Ph 0800 867 446
Tel/TTY (09) 307 2922
Fax (09) 307 2923
Email enquiries@nfd.org.nz

NZ Federation for Deaf Children
www.deafchildren.org.nz

P O Box 18868, New Brighton, Christchurch 8641
Ph 0800 332 324

Email deafchildren@xtra.co.nz

The Hearing Association
www.hearing.org.nz
Ph 0800 23 34 45

Email enquiries@hearing.org.nz

New Zealand Audiological Society
www.audiology.org.nz

PO Box 9724, Newmarket, Auckland | 149
Ph/Fax 0800 625 166

Email mail@audiology.org.nz

We've prepared this fact sheet using information from external sources and
advice from NZ-based experts. Please feel free to copy or use any of the material.

The information, while accurate at time of printing, cannot replace expert advice
from a hearing professional. Always seek help quickly for any ear or hearing problem.
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Follow your child’s development

Hearing problems can have a big impact on a child’s future
happiness and success. But getting help early can make all
the difference.

As a parent, you're well-placed to notice any possible problems
with your child’s hearing. So use the speech and hearing
milestones to help you know what to expect.

And if you have any concerns about your child’s hearing,

ask your doctor for a referral to an audiologist.

Remember, these are guidelines only — not a replacement for expert advice.

At 9 months

Is your baby ...

* using voice (not crying) to get your attention?

* babbling in a way that sounds like real speech?

* turning and looking up when you call their name?
* enjoying games like peek-a-boo and pat-a-cake!

At 2 l/z years

Is your child ...

speaking new words almost daily, including plurals?
using negative expressions, like ‘it isn’t’, or ‘| can’t’?
using questions correctly, like who?, what?, where?
telling experiences using 4-5 word sentences
answering simple questions, like ‘what do you do
when you’re sleepy’?

Speech and hearing milestones

At birth

Is your baby ...

* making sounds indicating pleasure?
* being startled or woken by

a sudden loud noise?
* reducing activity when listening

At | year

Is your baby ...

* using sounds like b, d, g, m and n when ‘talking’?

* imitating different speech sounds?

¢ ‘chattering’ in response to a human voice?

* recognising sounds for common items like cup and juice?

* starting to respond to requests like come here and want more!

Your child’s first true words will start to appear between 12 and

, !At 3 years

Is your child ...

rapidly learning and using new words in sentences!?
talking about activities at school/friends’ homes?
enjoying being read to?

understanding differences in meaning, for example
between go and stop or up and down?

to sound? 15 months. Up until then, your child is mainly just making noises.
|
At 3months At 1A years At 4years
Is your baby ... Is your child ... Is your child ...

cooing and gurgling?

crying differently for different needs?

stopping activity for an unfamiliar voice?

seeming to recognise your voice and calming if upset?
watching your face when spoken to?

enjoying rattles and noise-making toys?

* giving one-word answers to questions?

* imitating many new words?

* using words with more than one syllable correctly,
like bottle?

* speaking about 10 to 20 words?

* showing interest in sounds of radio, tv and stereo?

* using about 800—1000 words, most of which can
be understood by strangers!?

* understanding simple questions, like who?,
what?, where!?

* responding to whispered speech?

* hearing calls from another room?

* identifying sounds of household objects, like
a vacuum cleaner or washing machine?

"(£007) pJeog yiesH 1S 15800 %9 [eudeD) pue (484 1) Allioy 9 uiRlsd] Aq padojersp sjppow UO paseq USWSSPIMOUNPY

dlng

At 6 months

Is your baby ...

* babbling to people when they speak?
* making different sounds, including p, b and m?

* noticing that toys make sounds?

* responding to ‘no’ and changes in tone of voice?
* looking around for the source of new sounds?

At 2 years

Is your child ...

* using his or her own first name?

* using 2—-3 word sentences, like ‘mummy look’
and ‘more milk’?

» following simple requests, like ‘come here’?

* listening to simple stories, songs and rhymes?

* pointing to a picture when asked — like ‘show
me the dog”?

,d,'ng...

%5

speaking sentences with plenty of detail and adult-like grammar?
telling stories that stick to a topic?

sounding as clear when speaking, as other children?
communicating easily with other children and adults?
paying attention to short stories and answering simple
questions about them!?

* hearing and understanding most of what is said at home

At years

Is your child ...

and at school?




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 99
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 500
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 350
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


