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MEDIA RELEASE

3 March 2006  

NATIONAL HEARING SCREENING PROGRAMME NEEDS COHESIVE APPROACH
The National Foundation for the Deaf welcomes the government’s plans to introduce free hearing tests for all newborns but cautions that delivering the optimum outcome is based on more than just the screening programme.

Marianne Schumacher, executive manager for the National Foundation for the Deaf said the Minister’s announcement was a very positive step in what has been a very long process.

“We are delighted that the government has recognised the importance of a universal newborn hearing screening programme.  New Zealand lags behind most other developed country in the age of identification of a hearing loss.  In the UK, USA and Australia – and even in Croatia – the average age of detection is three months.  Here it is 45 months.
“While the deaf and hearing impaired sectors have reached a milestone with this announcement there is still a long way to go to be able to deliver a complete detection and intervention service for children born hearing impaired – one without the other will not provide the best possible outcome for the babies,” says Ms Schumacher. 

Janet Digby, project manager for the lobby group which has been instrumental in getting the case before government says that resources will be required on top of those related to the screening process to ensure the programme’s success.

“Not only will screeners need to be trained but audiologists making the final diagnosis and those assisting families with intervention services will need to receive additional training to ensure they can work effectively with the much younger children coming into the system.
There will be a bulge of children diagnosed under a national programme and the current level of resources will not be sufficient to cope.  So it is really important that the services are in place before the programme is instigated,” says Ms Digby. 
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